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SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF PONOMAREV VISIT 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 1144, (B) STATE 22781 

1 . THE SOVIET PRESS HAS GIVEN FAIRLY STANDARD TREATMENT 
THUS FAR TO THE VISIT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION 
HEADED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY B.N. PONOMAREV. 

THE COLUMN INCHES IN PRAVDA DEVOTED TO THE VISIT HAVE 
DROPPED OFF OVER THE WEEKEND AS THE DELEGATION LEFT 
WASHINGTON FOR ITS INTERNAL TRAVEL. NEVERTHELESS, THERE 
HAS BEEN BRIEF COVERAGE OF THE HOUSTON AND LOS ANGELES 
PORTION OF THE TRIP. PRAVDA OF JAN. 27 CARRIED A LONG 
ARTICLE WITH MAJOR EXCERPTS OF PONOMAREV S COMMENTS 
BEFORE THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. IN LENGTH 
AND STYLE IT WAS SIMILAR TO THE JAN. 24 TREATMENT. 

TV COVERAGE HAS CONTINUED TO BE MODERATE AND IS NOT 
OUT OF LINE WITH WHAT ONE MIGHT EXPECT OF SUCH A HIGH 
LEVEL DELEGATION. 

2. THE FOLLOWING STRIKE US AS BEING THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT ASPECTS OF SOVIET TREATMENT OF THE VISIT: 
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- THE SOVIETS ARE DEFINITELY TREATING THE VISIT 
AS A SUCCESS AND A MAJOR STEP IN CONTINUED COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION. THIS 
APPEARS TO BE THE LINE IN SPITE OF THE EVIDENT DIS- 
AGREEMENTS ON SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS WHICH HAVE 
MARKED BOTH PONOMAREV'S COMMENTS AND (UNMENTIONED IN 
THE SOVIET PRESS) CONGRESSIONAL COMMENTS AND REACTIONS. 
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- THE VISIT, DESPITE ITS APPARENT SUCCESS, 

CLEARLY REFLECTS A COOLNESS ON IMPORTANT ISSUES IN 
CURRENT U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AND DETERMINATION ON 
THE PART OF THE SOVIETS TO GET THEIR POINT OF VIEW 
ACROSS TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WITHOUT COMPROMISE. 

- THERE IS A DECIDED CAUTION IN WHAT PONOMAREV 
HAS BEEN SAYING REGARDING THE QUUESTION OF SALT AND 
AN APPARENT REALIZATION THAT CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES 
ARE CRITICAL TO ANY EVENTUAL SALT AGREEMENT. IN A 
SENSE THIS REPRESENTS A BENEFICIAL "EDUCATION" 

OF THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP IN THE NUANCES OF 
AMERICAN POLITICS AND THE ROLE OF THE LEGISLATURE 
IN FOREIGN POLICY, PARTICULARLY TREATY AFFAIRS. 

- THERE SEEMS TO BE A DESIRE ON THE PART OF THE 
SOVIETS TO REGULARIZE THESE EXCHANGES IN LIGHT OF 
THE "SUCCESS" OF THE CURRENT PONOMAREV TRIP. MFA 
USA DIVISION DEPUTY CHIEF K.G. FEDOSEYEV EXPRESSED 
CONFIDENCE TO THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR JAN. 27 THAT 
PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION VISITS COULD BE ARRANGED 
IN 1979 FOR BOTH A SENATE GROUP AND A HOUSE GROUP 
SEPARATELY. HE ALSO SAID, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, 

THAT THE SOVIETS COULD FACILITATE VISITS BY 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS DURING THE CURRENT 
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YEAR. 

3. WHEN ASKED BY THE CHARGE ON JAN. 30 WHETHER 
PONOMAREV WAS SATISIFIED WITH WASHINGTON PORTION OF TRIP, 

FIRST DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER KORNIYENKO REPLIED THAT THE MEETINGS 
WITH THE CONGRESS "AND ELSEWHERE" WERE CERTAINLY "USEFUL," BUT 
BUT STATED HE COULD NOT SAY THAT PONOMAREV WAS "SATISIFIED" (WITH 
WHAT HE WAS TOLD). 
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